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particularly generative artificial intelligence—into higher education, the digital literacy
of university foreign language teachers has emerged as a critical driver in the digital
transformation of foreign language instruction. Enhancing such literacy offers
multifaceted benefits: at the macro level, it advances national strategies for educational
digitalization and equity, while reinforcing cultural dissemination and talent cultivation;
at the meso level, it fosters the restructuring of foreign language teaching systems and
promotes interdisciplinary integration; and at the micro level, it facilitates pedagogical
innovation and supports the reciprocal development of both teachers and students.
Drawing on the educational industry standard Digital Literacy of Teachers issued by the
Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China, this study delineates the
distinct components of digital literacy for foreign language teachers in higher education,
which encompass: disciplinary digital teaching awareness that integrates language and
technology; competencies for reconstructing foreign language pedagogy through human-
machine collaboration; digital ethics and social responsibility within cross-cultural
contexts; and capabilities for ongoing digital professional development oriented toward
interdisciplinary engagement. Building on this framework, the paper proposes a set of
strategic pathways to strengthening foreign language teachers’ digital literacy, including:
the renewal of educational philosophies to embrace human-machine symbiosis; the
implementation of tiered and targeted training systems; the deepening of practical
experience within emerging human-machine collaborative teaching environments; and
the refinement of evaluation mechanisms that are data-informed, multidimensional, and
evidence-based. These foundations can guide future research and practice toward
enabling more personalized and transformative foreign language instruction, contributing
to the development of an open and immersive educational paradigm that supports high-
quality advancement in the field.
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